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Organization of the State Security Office (Allemvedelmi Hatosag —= AVH).

1. 1Ibe Pollticsl Department (Politikai Osztely). After the pattern of sll Hungarian
ministries, one of the prineipal and integral parts of the AVH was the Political
Department, Only the chief of the Political Department ]

who was also the deputy AVH commender) and the chief of the Main Admin- 25X1
istration Department, had direct access to the office of Gebor PETER, the AVH
chief, The Political Department was in charge of political indoctrination within
the AVH and generally supervised all AVH activities, It established and directed
the activities of all AVH schools, and directed selection of AVH cadres, or the
persomnel attending these schools, The following departments came under the
Political Department: '

. ess and I g partment (Sajto es Propagende Osztaly) was in charge
of editing all news dispatches, and no information was released for public
consumption until it was cleared with this Department., No public performances
or £ilms could be presented without its approval. | ]
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 Thefress &nd Radio Censorship Depsriment (Radio es Sajto

enMUPZ0. . UBZCRLY ), WOTKed 1n cloae cooperation with the Press

fﬁéﬁdg?wapaga%ﬁﬂ.ﬁa@&wtm&ntu "It monitored all Hungarian and

[ N

foreign praps dispatches and all Huhgarian and Western broad-

easts . In Wbk, it coneerned Lteelf with checking to 'ses’ that
the orders of the Prddd vind Propaganda Depariment were earrigd
out, |

b | . I}

|

7

.ghmJD%ﬂc@g}ﬁﬁdwﬁwbmggxgggaﬁ (Fegyelmi Oszialy) comsisted of

APProKANs oLy Tive persons. It passed Judgment on complaints
and administered veprimande and punishments to AVH offlcer and
NCO personnel. Tha scope of 1¢s anthority was limited to the
meting out ef penaltles euch as flpes, reduction in grade,
withholding of prometions, snd recommendations for discharge.

The Passport Department (Utlevel Osztaly). Neo paaapmrf'issued

BY THETMIRIATEY o1 Intérior, ostensibly the issuing agency, was
valld without the countersignature of this Depariment. It also
checked’ reguests fOr visas presented to the Ministry of Forelgn

- clothes bBransh of the AV,

Affairs. . A viea without this Department's approval was invalid.

. The Thve tiwaw1&ﬁjbqpag%%gg@_(Myommza Osztaly) wels the plain-

* 25X1

25X1

\ [this erganization

25X1

operated extensively through the upe of informers, and that thelr .

&parabibnﬂ‘Wewe'mmgbly of an investigatory nature.

The Interhment Afifsiry Department (Intermalo Osztaly) prepared
CHETETOT Pephld Jor evacuation 6F deportation, but the local

police authorities carried cat the cperations, sometimés with
the help of the BEA (the. rilot squadﬁg. - v

. The Sporhs ﬂ@g&rthﬁﬁ_{&porm Osztaly) wag in charge of athletfo
acﬁiﬁi C

METes oy AV personnel, plain-clothes and uniformed,

supplying them with sperts eguipment and ovgenizing cqmpetipiona.

. The Main Administratlon Departmeut (Hlnokl Osztaly) was the prinei-
. Pal CoordlNatIng organ of %

he oFganization. All persons desiring

to see the AVH chilef, dabor PETER, with the two exceptions noted
above, were aleared by this Department., Most AVH activities came
under the direct supervislon ef this offlce. These included:

a.

The Secreétariat (Segedhivatal) was the section responsible for
ihtardmpavﬁmmmtal‘aommunicatmmnﬁﬂ the keeping of records and
ether officlal documents. L . ‘

. The Personnel Department (Swmemelyzetil Osstaly). kept on file

personnel recoras of Lhe entire AVH organization

. The Organization Department (5zarvewmﬂ@ Oaztaly), was charged

with working out the TO/E of all AVH wiits, both the uhiformed
and plain~olothes branches. Aleo, In conjuncition with the
Personnel and Trainimg Departmente, this Department. drew wup
plans for sxpansion and reorganizailisom pollicies for the AVH.

Théfgﬁ% 1y Department (Hadtap Osztaly) handled supplies for L
the entire avganization and kept recowds of all equipment

ineluding food, bulldinge, cunstructlon muterials, horses and
vehicles. - Under the supervisiom of this Department were:

(i)” The Health Department {Egaﬁagmgmgyi.ﬁaztﬂly) snd

h(2) The Motor Vehlcles Bepavtm@nh‘(@spjaromu;ﬂsztaly)f%
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e. The Training Department (Kikepzesl Osztaly) received training

- deviges from the Ministry of Defense and distributed them,  This
Department also set up training pregrams for AVH personnel,
uniformed and plain-clothes, and saw that they were properly
‘carried out, Undér the supervision of this Department were:

(1)':Thé.D;‘avtgggg_cf‘ﬁggs*ahdﬂBallistics,(Fegyver-qs Loeszaki
‘Gszfaly},uin charge of AVH weapoms and firing instructions.

(2) The Riot.Bqusds Department (Karhatalmi Osztaly--BKA).
nder L8 Pepariment cameé all uniformed AVH internal
security personnel. | | This 25X1
Department, together wlth the Political Department, super-
vised and ceontrolled .the followlng: ‘ o

(a) The‘mQunEed Division (Lovas Osztaly), composed of the
.Hiot and service 3 angs(xaghgbalgi(és Sgolgal:?i j”
Tovas Osztaly) and the ort Squs port Keret .n
charge of horse trainiﬁ@zin‘ orsemenship. ’

.(b) The Country Outposts Department (Videki Kirendeltsegek
Gazﬁaiyaj, wﬁIoﬁ oonﬁroEIea:EHe special assignments

‘ of the BKA wunits in the event of emergensy or other

requested assistance in the provinces. This Depart-

ment was based on geographic (eounty) distributions

and composed of:

1 Riok Squad Outposts (Karhatalmi Kirendelﬁsegek) and

2 Investigation Outposts (Nyomozo Kirendeltsegesk).

3.“ﬁblationship of AVH with various Ministries.

a.

Ministry of Interior

25X1

t7 | In deportation cperations, the AVH
prepared the lists of persons to be deported or evacuated, but
the actual operations were carried out by local police authori-
ties. AVH agents, both plain-clothes and BKA, were at all
times authorized to request the services of the local polilce, .
and the latter were obliged to honor these requests immediately. -
/ orders to that effect, \was well known
in millitary and police circles. The Ministry of Interior.issued " 25X1
passports, but these had to have the stamp and countersignature
of the Passport Section of the AVH to be considered valid. -

Ministry of Defense

The relatlohship of the AVH with the Army was principally in

the field of training, both recelving esgentially the same type.
In the event of emergency, however, all AVH personnel came .
under the authority of the Minister of Defense. This was one
of the standing orders given to military personnel. In addition
to the AVH all "arms bearing" personnel came under the jurisdic-
tion of the Ministry of Defense in the event of emergency,
including police, firemen, prison guards, customs agents,

Frontier Guards

For ordinary training, administration, and equipment, the frontier
guards were under the Army. The Prontier Guards also had &
plain-clothes division with investigatory functions within the
‘securlty area along the Hungarian frontier, This division

recelved, ilts . training from the Investigation Division of the

AVH. | ) 25x1
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| A1l persons charged with political

25X1

25X1

crimes were immediately turned over to the Investligation Pivision

of the AVH. I the offender was charged with a criminal offense
within the frontier sscurity area, he was taken into cuatody by

the Frontier Guard unit of the area. If the offense wag committed
outside of the security area, the local poli¢e authorities handled

it. This division of authority was a fact well-known by all
.police and military personnel.

4

AEnQIOSure-Az Organizational Chart of the AVH
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